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 This research uses the “three wishes” method to collect standard data on the 
wishes held by Japanese preschool children at the beginning of the 21st century and 
discusses those wishes’ characteristics on a developmental basis. The “three wishes” 
method poses the following question: what would you wish for if you could have three 
(and only three) wishes for anything granted? Interviews were conducted with a total 
of 864 preschool children (423 boys, 441 girls; ages 3, 4, and 5 years) over the course 
of six years (2002–2007). The results are given in the following four points: (1) and (2) 
are the characteristics of preschool children found as a result of this study, and (3) and 
(4) show that characteristics common among data on elementary school children and 
adolescents in Japan are already appearing in early childhood.
 (1) Children were asked their three wishes, and 68.3% of 5-year-old children, 
59.3% of 4-year-old children, and 51.5% of younger children (3 to 4 years)  were 
able to give three answers. These results indicate that for preschool children, the 
act of having a “wish” itself is by no means a simple task. The number of children 
able to answer all three wishes increased with age. Also, girls gave a greater number 
of answers than boys. (2) In early childhood, there are many wishes related to the 
“here and now,” not abstract wishes for things such as “money” and “social justice.” 
However, as older children (5-year-olds) become more interested in their “future self” 
and “future career,” wishes for the future begin to appear. This tendency is especially 
strong for girls. (3) The characteristic that wishes related to “possessions” and “personal 
demands” are numerous is common among data from elementary school children and 
adolescents. However, specifically, preschool children often wished to possess familiar 
toys. (4) The percentage of boys wanting specific tangible “possessions,” especially 
toys, was higher than that of girls. In contrast, girls had many wishes regarding “changes 
in the self” and “interpersonal relationships.” Also, girls often wished to keep “animals.” 
This tendency is also common among the data for elementary school children and 
adolescents as a characteristic of contemporary Japan.
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 The purpose of this paper is to analyze the perspectives of graduates of Free 
Schools in Japan about the meaning of the process of entering university.
 Free Schools have been determined to be a place where students’ negative 
self-image of truancy experiences can be changed into a positive one in Japan. 
However, the relationship between the role of being such a place and students’ lives 
after graduation has not been sufficiently examined. Therefore, this paper focuses on 
how Free school graduates interpret the meaning of the process of entering university. 
Six graduates from the Free School X are the collaborators of this research.
 The results of the analysis are as follows. First, in Free School X, there was 
a situation in which it was difficult to make a choice other than to go to university. 
Nevertheless, graduates indicate the decision to go to university as "a success story", 
because they recognize going to university as being important "for staff and parents" 
and "to return to mainstream school". Second, when students indicate the university 
entrance concept as their success, this becomes a factor which puts them under pressure 
or makes them give up their studies. In other words, the process of entering university 
from Free School could nave positive effect on students’ truancy experiences, but 
also raises the possibility of having a negative effect which could leads to the crisis of 
dropping out of school. 
 This finding indicates that Free Schools are strongly influenced by the 
presence of "school" and meritocracy. It is suggested to raise the necessity of 
developing diversified and flexible support system rather than interpreting the above-
mentioned issue as a problem of Free Schools’ administration or certain individuals.
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 The purpose of this paper is to reconsider the discourse of " the Grade 1 
Problem " on the basis of fieldwork research on " children in a worrisome state " in 
their transition from kindergarten to elementary school stages, and to discuss “the 
philosophy of continuity and consistency in teaching.”
 " The Grade 1 Problem " has become a social problem since about 2000 as 
a problem in the transition period from pre-school to elementary school. Since then, 
various policies have been proposed and enforced in order to facilitate the collaboration 
and connection between early childhood education and elementary school education. 
It was assumed a priori that there was a large structural gap between education in these 
periods.
 Many studies accumulated so far also have emphasized the differences 
between pre-school and elementary school education, pointed out the importance of 
their collaboration and connection, and discussed how it can be realized. However, by 
looking at "migration of individual children" in preschool education and elementary 
school education, by describing the consistency and continuity of both, there is also a 
way to open up the possibility of connectivity. From this point of view, in this paper, 
we conducted fieldwork for two children who are uneasy at the transition period of 
school attendance, and analyzed the experiences at a kindergarten and an elementary 
school and the process of transformation.
 Our continuous fieldwork suggests the necessity and possibility that we 
should pay more attention to the teacher's individual "practice", "beliefs", "professional 
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knowledge" at the micro level rather than focusing on institutional / organizational 
level. 
 The conflict has been assumed as a matter of discussion over "the Grade 
1 Problem" between the idea of respecting each child in early childhood education 
and the idea of grasping the child as a member of the group in elementary school 
education. However, the result of this research suggests that it is no longer referred to 
as confrontation, but spreading as a reality encompassing the possibility of articulation.
 Finally, the results of this analysis are shown the possibility of educational 
philosophy related to continuity and consistency of teaching from pre-school education 
to elementary school education.
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 The purpose of this paper is to investigate what kind of activities and 
experiences art university students commonly had inside and outside of school during 
childhood, using quantitative data obtained from students at four art universities in 
Japan. The main results are summarized as follows: (1) Almost all of the students had 
often done painting and crafting by themselves when they were elementary and junior 
high school students; (2) in addition, most of the students were praised a lot for their 
artwork in elementary and junior high school and achieved good results in art class in 
the 9th grade; (3) after examining who had achieved good results in art class in the 9th 
grade by logistic regression analysis, we showed that family environment factors did 
not have any direct effect, but the accumulation of the experiences of being praised for 
their artwork and the daily habits of doing painting and crafting during childhood had 
statistically significant positive effects on their results in art class.
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